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PREFACE 
 
Oli’s Dream is a playful collaboration between music and writing, between a piano keyboard and a typewriter 
keyboard, and, above all, between a composer and a poet. When composer Jaroslaw Kapuscinski and poet Camille 
Norton began talking about the rapport between music and poetry, they discovered that as children they had shared 
the same dream, the dream in which a piano becomes a typewriter and in which a typewriter becomes a piano. Oli’s 
Dream is therefore an experiment in synaesthesia, an attempt to fuse the temporal modes of music with the spatial 
and temporal domains of words. In the process, the audience finds itself in the presence of a perceptive, purely 
aware being, Oli, who creates himself through his encounter with words. Words here make and unmake themselves 
from the outside in or the inside out, transforming themselves as they discover their own direction in time. As Oli’s 
Dream unfolds in the interstices between listening to sound and reading letters on a screen, it moves into the 
additional spatial, visual, and temporal dimensions of live performance, enacted here by the pianist engaging in a call 
and response with letters, words and music. 
 

Jaroslaw Kapuscinski and Camille Norton



Notes to Performer 
 
 The score is written in proportional notation. The pianist is free to take a tempo that feels most appropriate 
for conveying the musical (aural) and poetic (visual text-based) narration. The flow of the performance should 
resemble in turn speaking and singing. 
 
 To start the piece please launch the “Oli HD” Max-patch and press on “1”. 
 
 The rehearsal numbers [1-9] match the computer keyboard keys, which when depressed activate relevant 
audio and video pre-programmed within the Max-patch. Besides Rehearsal No.1, these keys are meant to be used for 
rehearsal only. In concert the program will step through the full sequence automatically. 
 
 Essential visuals and sounds are labeled in the score, and can be used as a reference. Please note that the text 
in the score does not represent the entirety of the projected poetry but only essential moments. Groupings of letters 
forming words are connected with dashes (-).  
 
 Duration: 6 minutes 
 
 
Technical Set-Up 
 
  Requirements: 
  – Video projector with 1080p resolution 
  – Stereo audio and mixer  
  – Yamaha Disklavier or other MIDI piano 
  – Small table for the laptop 
  – Stand light to illuminate piano keyboard without spilling light onto the screen 
  – Laptop running Max/MSP/Jitter 
  – Audio/MIDI interface & cable 
 
 The Max-patch and all required files can be downloaded at: http://jaroslawkapuscinski.com/Max/OliMax.zip 
 
 To obtain correct visual projection please set the video projector’s resolution to 1920 x 1080 and on the 
laptop in System Preferences/Monitors/Arrangement, please position the external monitor directly above the 
laptop screen.  
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